Nazareth 
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         You are here.
Site Summary: 

Originally a small rural village, modern Nazareth has grown to one of the largest cities in the Galilee.  In the time of Jesus, the village would have had a maximum of 500 residents, and possibly as few as 300.  Today, Nazareth itself has about 65,000 inhabitants;  and if you include the immediate surrounding area, the local population grows to over 200,000.  Today’s population is mainly Arab, although about 85,000 of the 200,000 people living in the area are Jewish.   For many years Nazareth was dominantly Arab Christians, but now the Muslim population is larger than the Christian population.  Underlying the name Nazareth is the Hebrew noun ne·tser, נֵ֫צֶר, meaning branch.  In earlier centuries Christians were called Nazarenes, as we read in Acts 24:5, where Paul is charged with being a member of the “sect of Nazarenes.”  Modern Hebrew continues this name for Christians.   Today Nazareth is home to a large and interesting church covering an ancient cave, thought to be the home and workshop of Joseph and Mary. 

Key Scriptures              Matthew 2:22-23, 

 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Then after being warned by God in a dream, he left for the regions of Galilee, 23 and came and lived in a city called Nazareth. This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophets: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 
Luke 2:39-40
39 When they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own city of Nazareth. 40 The Child continued to grow and become strong, increasing in wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him.  
Additional Scripture Index

Matthew 2:21-23; 4:13; 13:53; 21:11; 26:71

Mark 1:9, 24; 6:1-6

Luke 1: 26-33; 2:1-7, 39, 51, 41-52; 4:16-34; 18:37

John 1:45-46

Acts 10:38; 26:9
Thoughtfully and Prayerfully

The Nazareth of today is Israel’s largest city in the northern district, but it was quite different in Jesus’ day, as Nazareth was a small town, and apparently of no special significance.  Following their return from Egypt, Joseph and Mary settled again in their hometown, and there Jesus grew into manhood.

“Familiarity breeds contempt,” is a well known saying.  Perhaps this is why when “they took offense at Him” Jesus said, “A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown, and among his own relatives and in his own household” (Mark 6:4-5).  Tragically, “He could do no miracle there except that He laid His hands on a few sick people and healed them.  And He wondered at their unbelief” (Mark 6:6).

It often happens that those familiar with Christianity fail to appreciate its power.  Children raised in Christian homes, spouses of Christians, and even some Christian ministers hold a low view of Jesus, and “take offense at Him.” Jesus being in a city does not help a person, but a person inviting Jesus into his or her heart makes possible the miraculous!

“Jesus of Nazareth, my hometown is far away, but my heart is near.  May it ever be for You a welcome home where You are held in the highest honor, and where the miracle of the new birth is made clear to all who know me.”

