Tel Megiddo (Armageddon) 
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           You are here.
Site Summary: 

Megiddo is one of the best preserved sites of ancient Israel.  Its many layers and excavations were the inspiration for James Michener’s book “The Source.”    Guarding a strategic place in the main road between Assyria and Egypt, Megiddo has been a place of fortifications and battle from the times of ancient Egypt up to and including World War I.  Among the ruins visible today are:   an ancient Canaanite altar; gates, stables or storehouses dating to the time of King Solomon; and an in-ground grain silo and underground water tunnel constructed by Israel’s King Ahab.  In 1 Kings 9:15 we read of Solomon fortifying Megiddo.  In Hebrew, the word for hill is Har, and this hill is called Har Megiddo.   In Revelation 16:16, Har Megiddo is referred to as Armageddon, indicating that the surrounding hills have yet to see their greatest battle.

Key Scriptures    Revelation 16:15-16

 15 “Behold, I am coming like a thief.  Blessed is the one who stays awake and keeps his clothes, so that he will not walk about naked and men will not see his shame.”  16 And they gathered them together to the place which in Hebrew is called Har-Magedon. 
Additional Scripture Index:

Joshua 12:7; 17:11; 21

Judges 1:27; 5:19-20

I Kings 4:12; 9:15; 10:26

II Kings 9:27; 23:29-30

I Chronicles 7:29 

II Chronicles 35: 20-24

Revelation 16: 13-16
Zechariah 12:11

Thoughtfully and Prayerfully

Almost everyone knows something about Armageddon.  In fact, an Internet search of the word will return a staggering 64,500,000 + results in little more than one second!  Of course not all of these returns deal directly with the Biblical Armageddon, but even those which do not, use the name for its value as a synonym.  This is amazing especially because the name “Armageddon” (or its equivalent Har-Magedon) is used only one time in the entire Bible (Revelation 16:16).  The word literally means “the hill of Megiddo.”  The only other reference to the event described in Revelation 16:15-16 is in Zechariah 12:11, and corresponds prophetically to the event in Revelation 16:15-16.

From these two references, it would seem that most of the world knows about the final battle prophesied to come at the end of the age.  This is primarily due to the influence of Christianity with its emphasis on the return of Jesus Christ, and the events associated with His second coming.  To a lesser degree, it is because the valley that stretches before the ancient city of Megiddo (the Jezreel Valley) has a long and storied record as a battlefield.  Many historians have speculated that more battles have been fought in this valley than anywhere on earth.

While there are differences of opinion concerning Armageddon as a future event, it is wise to consider the words spoken by Jesus immediately before the Armageddon reference, “Behold, I am coming like a thief.  Blessed is the one who stays awake” (Revelation 16:15).

“Lord Jesus, I cannot know when You will return.  It may be that I will be called to You first.  While I wait, I will remain awake – watching, waiting, praying, and working to help as many as possible to be ready for Your call or return.”

