Garden of Gethsemane

  [image: image1.png]


        [image: image2.png]oEmmaus.
Onijaion

Ashkelon,
OTekoa

_Mareshah
Tachisn

Fhebron

PERAEA

Ozipn Engedi O

Main Roads.

Bible HistoyXonine




       

        You are here.

Site Summary: 
Even amidst the bustle of modern Jerusalem, the Garden of Gethsemane remains a place of peace and rest.   Located on the Mount of Olives and next to the modern Church of All Nations, this traditional site contains ancient olive trees, some of whose roots may date as far back as the time of Jesus.   Josephus tells us that when Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans in 70A.D., they cut down and destroyed all the trees surrounding the city.  So, although the current branches are unlikely to date to the time of Jesus, it is a testimony to the incredible persistence of the Olive tree that at least some of the roots and stumps dating back to Jesus’  time have survived and grown into the trees we see today.   The current church built in the 1920’s is also known as the Basilica of the Agony, and is built over the ruins of Byzantine and Crusader churches.  Inside the church is a section of exposed bedrock where tradition says Jesus prayed,  “Father, if it be Thy will let this cup pass from me.”  

Key Scriptures      Matthew 26:36-39

36 Then Jesus came with them to a place called Gethsemane, and said to His disciples, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 37 And He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and distressed. 38 Then He said to them, “My soul is deeply grieved, to the point of death; remain here and keep watch with Me.” 

 39 And He went a little beyond them, and fell on His face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will.” (Matthew 26:36-39)
Additional Scripture Index

Matthew 26:36-56

Mark 14:32-50

Luke 22:39-53

Thoughtfully and Prayerfully

We must not mistake what was happening here.  Jesus is not hoping to avoid the betrayal, the beatings, the mocking, the shame, or the agony of crucifixion; no, not even His death upon the cross.  He knew what terror those things held for human flesh – flesh He had created.  It was something far more foreboding, something darker, something so terrible that even today with the fuller revelation we have from the completed New Testament, we apprehend it but dimly.

What was happening here was the coming moment when, for the only time in eternity the Godhead would willingly experience broken fellowship.  Such a thing might only be for a moment, an instant, a fleeting second in human reckoning of time; but so great would be the resulting gulf between them, that in its awful happening, the entire sin of the world (past present and future), would be so cast upon God the Son.  The holiness of God the Father could not permit fellowship when for even an instant He who knew no sin became sin for all.

We cannot fathom this mystery, but we can accept it.  We cannot adequately tell of it, but we can believe it, and by believing pray these well known words of faith: “Was it for crimes that I had done He groaned upon the tree? Amazing pity grace unknown, and love beyond degree.  Thus might I hide my blushing face, while His dear cross appears, dissolve my heart in thankfulness, and melt my eyes to tears.  But drops of grief can ne’er repay the debt of love I owe:  Here Lord, I give myself away, ‘tis all that I can do.”  Isaac Watts 1707.

