Bethlehem 
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                            You are here.      

Bethlehem is located apx. 2,500 feet above sea level, and is about 100 feet higher than Jerusalem proper.

 Site Summary: 

Five miles south of Jerusalem, Bethlehem today bears little resemblance to the small, sleepy town home to King David, and later birthplace of Jesus.  The hillsides surrounding Bethlehem have been favorite grazing grounds for shepherds for many centuries.   Here we read of David shepherding his father’s flocks before becoming king of Israel, and here in the time of Jesus, shepherds raised sheep for the temple sacrifices in Jerusalem.   Today, tourists visit the ancient Church of the Nativity, containing the traditional site of the manger where Mary laid the baby Jesus.   Churches have stood on this site since very ancient times.   Emperor Constantine’s mother Helena had the first church, or basilica, built on this site.  This first church was dedicated on May 31, 339.  Today, several branches of the Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic Church maintain the church and connected chapels.   Tradition also maintains that St. Jerome first translated the Bible into Latin in a cave now located in one of the attached buildings.

Key Scriptures     Micah 5:2, Luke 2:4-7
2 “But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
Too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. 
His goings forth are from long ago, 
From the days of eternity.” 
 4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David, 5 in order to register along with Mary, who was engaged to him, and was with child. 6 While they were there, the days were completed for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 
Additional Scripture Index

Genesis 35:16-20; 48:7
Book of Ruth
I Samuel 16:1-13; 17:12, 15
II Samuel 23:13-17

I Chronicles 4:4
Matthew 2:1-18
Luke 2:1—20

John 7:42

Thoughtfully and Prayerfully

Names mean something; this is especially true in the Bible.  It is not by chance that Bethlehem means “house of bread.”  Surely, our Lord’s disciples understood the connection when He said to them, “For the bread of God is that which comes down out of heaven, and gives life to the world” (John 6:33); and “I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread also which I will give for the life of the world is My flesh” (John 6:51).  Yes, before the foundation of the world, God planned that the Bread of Life would be born in a city named in anticipation of His coming.  Bethlehem was not large, neither are loaves of bread, but there is life that flows forth!

“Bread of heaven, Bread of Heaven, feed me till I want no more; feed me till I want no more.”  William Williams 1745.
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